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Our fifth AGM will take place on Sunday, 2 October 

commencing at 15 00 in Kempshott Village Hall and 

we look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Official business will be kept as short as possible to 

allow time for other issues, in particular the Old 

Orchard.  We want your views on the fruit trees, the 

reintroduced wild flowers and the possibility of seating, 

as well as ongoing management and development. 

 

Please do make a special effort to join us.  Light 

refreshments will be available and, we hope, some 

apples and pears from the Orchard. 

 

………for 2011/2012 are now due.  Membership is 

unchanged at £2.00 per household.  How do we do it at 

this price?  It will save us a great deal of time if a 

cheque or cash– please don’t forget to include your 

name – could be sent or delivered as early as possible to 

any of the addresses on the left. 

 

Those who undertake telephone or internet banking may 

prefer payment direct to our bank account:- 

 
Bank  NatWest 

Old Market Square Branch 

3 London Street, Basingstoke 

A/C name Kempshott Conservation Group 

Sort code 60-02-49 A/C number 71148523 

 

Do remember to include your name.
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Kempshott Conservation Group 

Annual subscriptions…………. 

Annual General Meeting 



 
Kempshott has many talented and community spirited residents to be proud of and, from 

time to time, we would like to feature some of them.  First on our list for a big ‘Thank you’ is 

Maureen – universally known as Mo – for her contribution to a litter free community.  You will 

need to be up and about early to catch Mo litter picking as she has done for over 30 years.  

Mo is an extremely modest and unassuming person and did not want us to include her picture.  

If you don’t know her already, you will just have to guess that the lady with the litter picker 

is our Mo. 
 

And what recognition has Mo received for this unpaid contribution to a neat and clean 

Kempshott?  Very little over the 30 years until, as an ‘unsung hero’, she was invited to 

Highgrove to meet HRH The Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall – not many of us 

can say we have chatted with Prince Charles! 

Conservation sites latest……………….. 

 
Fruit, fruit and yet more fruit!  Following a hot and dry spring and early summer we have 

had an excellent crop this year with the rain coming just in time to swell the fruit.  The 

blackberries were excellent, the damsons were OK, but the greengages…. Wow!  As the 

greengage tree grows we will, hopefully, get more and more fruit, but this has been its first 

full, and very successful, cropping year – and a fresh ripe greengage is wonderful.  Would 

anyone like some crab apples to make crab apple jelly? 
 

At the moment the two significant crops are Bramley apples and Conference pears.  We have 

to wait until later in September for the main apple and pear crop with the medlars rounding 

off the season in October. 
 

Now that the Orchard is getting into its stride, what do we do with all the fruit as it ripens?  

Unlike supermarkets, we do not pick fruit before it is ripe, nor do we store it in temperature 

controlled warehouses for weeks.  We pick it at its delicious best ready to be eaten or used.  

That means there is a relatively short window, difficult to predict exactly, in which there is 

a lot of fruit.  So far, we have always offered fruit first to the residents of Kendal Gardens, 

then to Conservation Group members and, finally, to anyone else living locally. 
 

We are consulting with members and local residents’ groups as to the best way of handling 

the annual crop.  There have been several helpful suggestions about offering some fruit to 

organisations supporting vulnerable groups in the community, both local to Kempshott and in 

Basingstoke generally.  Above all, it’s a community orchard and we want to benefit as many in 

the local community as we can.  What do you think? 
 

Leaflet Dispenser.  This autumn we will be fixing a leaflet dispenser to the side of the 

Interpretation board.  Leaflets on wild flowers and butterflies spotted in the Orchard will 

be ready for the Spring.  
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Community contributor…………….. 

The Old Orchard 



Autumn Leaves.  The Orchard generates a huge quantity of leaves from the oak and beech 

trees, which we collect to avoid damaging the grass.  One or two local residents also thought 

that this was a good place to leave their own leaf litter.  We have, therefore, established a 

leaf mould bank in the “sacrifice” area designated by the orange fencing.  Leaves will be left 

to rot down into leaf mould and then used either for the fruit trees or offered to members 

for their gardens.  You are welcome to add your leaves to the pile but, please, nowhere else. 
 

Bird Table.  Over winter some local residents want to help birds in the Orchard by providing 

bread and fat balls.  Unfortunately, much of the material ends up on the ground encouraging 

vermin and feeding squirrels and dogs.  A member has very kindly made a bird table which will 

be erected in October not far from the interpretation board.  Please feel free to put bread 

on the table or hang food on the hooks provided.  It will still be raided by squirrels, but 

vermin and dogs will, hopefully, be discouraged. 
 

 
Decimation of the Spinney.  Those who regularly walk in the Meadow will have seen that 

several mature beech and ash trees are no longer with us.  The ring of trees has been 

reduced to a horseshoe.  We are still clearing up after the felling. 
 

The beech logs are being used in two ways.  Firstly, all the small timber has been relocated 

to the fungus bank by the entrance to Down Grange Park.  Secondly, the larger logs will be 

made into bench seats for the Meadow and Old Down Wildlife Park.  The remaining wood chip 

will be used this winter for covering pathways.  We thank Steve Lucas of the Oakley 

Woodland Group for his help in processing the timber. 
 

Various other mature trees around Down Grange have been felled but, again, not at our 

request.  We are using some of the timber.  The Council is using some as strategic logs and 

the remainder is chipped for a heat and power generating station in west London. 
 

The Missing Link.  This winter we plan to link up the Meadow with the Old Hedgerow.  Until 

now we have ignored the triangle of ground in the south west corner of the playing field 

which contains some mature silver birch, beech and sycamore trees.  Last year we discovered 

that this was a vital corridor between the Hedgerow, a site for over wintering White Letter 

Hairstreak butterflies, and their summer feeding ground in the Meadow. 
 

Some of the beeches have now been felled, but the area retains its 

important role.  We want to reform the last 15 yards of the overgrown 

hedgerow, add some insect friendly bushes and wild flowers in the corner, 

and prevent the bramble from taking over behind the silver birches.  In the 

autumn the birches host a good show of these Fly Agaric mushrooms. 

 

    Seeds,  Seeds … and more Seeds                                                   
We are well into the wild flower seed collecting and processing season 

now. We start in  early July and will be  working through to October. Our 

team of 3 ladies who extract the seed for us from the material gathered 

in meadows and hedgerows is working extremely well and is having a major 

impact on our seed bank. If any other ladies (or gentlemen!) would like to 

lend a hand there is still time to  contact us and  join in. 
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In Down Grange Meadow……………………… 



Our new equipment 
We have been saving up and applying for grants 

for over a year now.  

At last we have acquired our  trailer and  a two 

wheeled tractor and scythe cutter. The trailer 

has proved invaluable  for ferrying timber around 

and between our sites. We are now ready to do 

some meadow cutting – weather permitting. 

 

This will allow us to cut selected grassed areas 

when the conditions are right.  Until now, we have 

had to hire a cutter ( expensive!) or arrange for 

a contractor to do the work which meant planning 

three months in advance and taking pot luck with the weather. Large cutting and clearing  

exercises in the Meadow will still be done by a contractor where these are  on a scale too big 

for us to handle, but we now have the ability to  manage all the small areas on an optimum 

basis. 

We share our equipment with other conservation groups, of course. And Old Down will be the  

first beneficiary of this new resource. 
 

 
........................from October until the spring is outlined below.  Whilst the dates are fixed the 

locations shown are provisional and, depending on the progress of work and our regular 

reviews of priorities, it may be necessary, later in the year, to make some changes.  As 

always, we look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.  Don’t forget to bring gloves.  

Any other equipment needed will be provided.  If you need more information, please ask. 

 

Date & time Location Date & time Location 

Thursday, 6 October Meadow Thursday, 19 January Meadow 

Sunday, 16 October Orchard Sunday, 29 January Orchard 

Thursday, 27 October Hedgerow Thursday,9 February Hedgerow 

Sunday, 6 November Meadow Sunday, 19 February Meadow 

Thursday, 17 November Orchard 

 

Thursday, 1 March Orchard 

Sunday, 27 November Hedgerow  Sunday, 11 March Hedgerow 

Thursday, 8 December Meadow  Thursday, 22 March Meadow 

Sunday, 18 December Orchard  Sunday, 1 April Orchard 

Sunday, 8 January Hedgerow  Thursday, 12 April Hedgerow 
 

Operating times of Work Parties and meeting points for each location are:- 

Day Times Location Meeting Point 

Sunday 10 00 – 12 30 Orchard In the Orchard, opposite Kendal 

Gardens (park in Derwent Road) 

Thursday 14 00 – 16 00 Meadow Entrance by St. Mark’s Church in 

Homesteads Road 

  

 

Hedgerow Southern end of footpath between 

Coniston Road and Down Grange 
 

Our Work Party programme................. 


