
Adrian started as a dragon fly recorder. He has designed and developed Living Records  

and has presented at HBIC for the last two years
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As a user the two big advantages are you don’t need to worry about grid references or 

species identification. 

For most recording you can chose from a list of common or Latin names so no worries 

about spelling. 

The software does the grid references  for you from your chosen location.
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Using Google maps make sit easy to record sightings and the distribution maps allow 

you to understand what records have been made by others.
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Distribution map for grasshoppers 1k squares. Not many records for grasshopper in 

Hampshire. 

The colours indicate the number of different species recorded. 

The key is bottom right .1 species in Tadley and three in Chineham. 

Clicking on a marker on  the live website will bring up the records for that site

4



100m squares distribution map for Bees wasps and Ants Old Down, 

The Yellow line shows limits of Old Down area set up by Adrian. The dots centre in the 

100m square. They do not show location markers. 

Colour indicates number of species. Click on marker for detailed list of records. 

Some of the dots seem to be outside the area. That is because the bulk of the 100m sq

lies outside. 

I chose the location markers to reflect the different types of habitat rather than just 

geographic position. Bees Move!
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HBIC and the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust both support the use of living 

records. 

Many of the Hampshire reserves don’t have any records entered yet so they would be 

pleased to get these off the ground
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Tony Mundell the county recorder for Hampshire is encouraging people to add their 

plant records using Living Record on his website Hants Plants.org

Once the county recorder accepts a record it becomes locked but before that you can 

edit it. 

It is unlikely to be accepted if your certainty is less that 5 or if they consider it is unlikely 

eg butterflies in December!. 

A specimen or a supporting photo may be asked for. 

7



Hants plants web page. 

Note that you need to avoid duplicating records.
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Location markers can be 10m, 100m 1k squares or linear stretches. 

Its a good idea to think carefully about where to place them before you start. 

The living Record website offers step by step help
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These are my location markers for Old Down. 

The subject here is bees wasps and ants but I can change that and records can be 

entered for a variety of species including plants, mammals birds etc using the same 

location markers
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Getting started screen is also found on the Help page allows you to choose the subjects 

you are interested in but you can modify that later. 

You probably won’t customise your subjects at this stage unless you are an expert. 

Note that you can download your records at any time as an excel file.

Click on the records box to start positioning location markers and recording data
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Note that in this case the subject is Swift Survey for Dorset VC09. The person has said 

their expertise is low. If you are an expert the rating is 5.This helps the county recorder 

evaluate your records. What you enter depends on the species. Typically the species , 

the number of individuals, life stage eg egg larva adult etc but for some like hares it 

could be droppings or sets for rabbits.

Note that the period is set for the entire year 2013. This can be changed as desired 
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There is a spurious subject DRAGONS that can be used to practise. 

Enter locations and dragon records at will just to try it out. 

Put some in your garden!

Could stop the talk here
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Adrian is keen to work with councils and other organisations. Just get in touch
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This is a special view set up for Bournemouth council. But it works in the same way as 

normal distribution map.

The moth recorders have been very busy!
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This screen shows the record for the location seen in red. Note the grid reference and 

the location name appears bottom left. 

The recorder was certain that there were three males making sounds but there were 

generally plenty of them abundance = +
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This compartments set up for Studland nature reserve area. 

Only Adrian can set this kind of thing up
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I am happy to email interested groups with the detailed instructions for the swift survey

Ideally this slide should be followed by live demonstration of dragons for training if there 

is time
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